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Why Become a Member of the IBIC? Questions Answered…

Holiday Party 

Planned for Sunday, 

December 18th

40th Annual 
Polar Bear Swim 
New Year’s Eve

3:00 to 5:00 PM
at the Clubhouse

Come to the beach near the Dock after 
dark and ring in the New Year with a warm 
bonfire. Dashes into the water* will begin 
around 10:00 PM. Bring Christmas trees 
for flareups. All welcome, young and old. 

The tide will be high at 6:00 PM so the 
dash to the water won’t be too far this year. 
Needed: help to split and chuck firewood 
onto the beach around 2:00 o’clock.

Stop in for a fun, community 
holiday gathering, enjoy 
refreshments, the kids’

cake walk – and the visit with
Santa Claus will be back inside!
Plans may include the hayride.

FAMILY FRIENDLYEVERYONE WELCOME

The 2023 IBIC Membership Drive will kick off in early 
January. All Indianola residents, past or present, 
whether owners or renters, are eligible to become 
members. 

When you join this community-supporting 
organization, your dues will go toward 
the maintenance of IBIC properties and 
programs: the Clubhouse, the Post 
Office, Gill Park and parking lot, Bud 
Merrill Pavilion, Rose Marie’s Park near the dock, and 
the IBIC’s four beach access trails. 

Programs include Mutt Mitts stations, the Clubhouse 
Library, the Indianola Breeze, free internet access, 
Indianola Days activities, Ping Pong Night, Kids’ 

parties, adult dances, chili and soup cook-offs, the 
Warming Station for emergency needs and access to 
the Clubhouse by other clubs or nonprofit organiza-

tions, and more – all for members and 
non-members alike.  

Member benefits include use of the 
Clubhouse and Bud Merrill Pavilion for 
private needs, some for only the cleaning 
fee, use of the Gill Park parking lot for a 

small permit fee, and having a spot on the boat rack at 
Rose Marie’s Park (contact Boat Rack for placement 
reservations in 2023). Volunteering to help with club 
needs is always optional. 

Please help support all this by joining in 2023.

(*Optional)
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Special Events

IBIC Board Meeting: Next meeting will be on 
January 12, 2023, 6:00 PM at the Clubhouse Library 
or main hall depending on attendance.
Library: Friday 1:00-3:00 PM; Saturday 10:00 AM   
to Noon (unless reserved for an event).
Indianola Bridge Club: Duplicate Bridge ACBL  
sanctioned, each Tuesday, 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM.
Email Rusty: w6oat@sbcglobal.net or call Rusty, 650-207-4454

Garden Club: Third Wednesday of each month, 
12:30 PM, unless otherwise noted in the Garden Club 
News column.
Ping Pong Night: Every 2nd & 4th Monday, 
6:00-7:30 PM – Everyone welcome.
Port of Indianola Meeting: Usually 3rd Tuesday 
of each month, 7:00 PM in the Clubhouse Library.

Holiday Party: December 18th from 3:00-5:00 PM. 
Come see Santa. Free admission. (See Pg. 1)

Polar Bear Swim: December 31st near the dock 
with dashes and dips starting around 10:00 PM.
Chili Cook-off Fundraiser: January 7th starting at 
6:00 PM. Admission, $5.00 donation.
Indianola Days: Weekend of August 5, 2023

Indianola Calendar
Clubhouse Activities

We have some exciting happenings coming up for 
Garden Club! On November 16th we have Philip 
Bloomquist from the Bloedel Reserve showing us 
how to make gourdaments! What are gourdaments? 
They are ornaments made from gourds! He will be 
bringing several examples from the Bloedel 
collection to help inspire us to make our own for 
Christmas! 

And speaking of ornaments, Christmas is on the 
way! Garden Club will celebrate our annual Holiday 
Party on December 21st at 12:30! We will discuss 
this more at the November meeting! Are you

Garden Club has Exciting News

Milo Jordan
Indianola resident Milo Jordan 
passed early in the morning on 
Halloween, October 31, 2022 
with his youngest daughter by  
his side. He was a man of many 
talents and there was nothing he 
couldn't repair. He gave of himself freely to his many 
friends and his two daughters, Tara and Bryn. 

A Celebration of Life is scheduled for December 
10th at Village Green Community Center in 
Kingston, WA at 3:00 PM.

What’s the Score With the 
Indianola Tennis Court?
The IBIC’s November board meeting had a special 
guest who spoke about the County-owned tennis court 
at Midway and Greenwood. 

Longtime Indianola resident David Weinstock, a court 
user himself, has been in contact with the County and 
reported that they plan to resurface the court next year. 
They may also line it for both tennis and pickleball. 
That’s not all. 

David is looking to form a community group that would 
help clean things up and continue the upkeep of the 
grounds as well as organize possible future 
tournaments. If you would like to be a part of this long-
needed effort, he would greatly appreciate an email at 
DavidKWeinstock@gmail.com.

thinking about joining the party committee? 
Sign up at the upcoming meeting or email 
Cheryl Smoot. 

Have you paid your dues yet? We are collecting 
dues again this year. They are $20 and can be 
paid by the November meeting. If you will not be 
able to make the meeting, you can get them to 
our treasurer Judy Drew. 

Happy Holidays from the Indianola Garden Club! 
Wishing you a season filled with joy, peace and 
love! ~Cheryl Smoot, President
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Hello, Hello, Hello, 

Am I the only one who feels like we fast forwarded 
through Fall straight to Winter? Brrrr, the late 
summer weather did not give me enough time to 
acclimate to this new, chilly norm. 

I am writing this on election day. I hope everyone 
voted and let their voices be heard. Regardless of 
what side of the aisle you’re on, I’m sure we can 
all agree that we are quite tired of the political 
advertisements! How is it possible that there is not 
more oversight on the content of the political ads?  
This drives me nuts! 

The Halloween parties were fun and festive! I 
loved the photo booth at the adult party! What a 
great idea! The kids’ party was packed with 
wonderfully creative costumes. Hot dogs and 
goodies were enjoyed by kids and grown-ups 
alike. Thank you to all the volunteers that made 
these two events possible!! 

Speaking of volunteers… Holiday decorations are 
coming to the Clubhouse and the Pavilion and the 
IBIC is always looking for those willing to help. 
Contact me soon if you’d like to lend a hand. 

There will be a Children’s Holiday Party at the 
Clubhouse on Sunday, December 18th.  
Volunteers are needed to help set up and clean 
up. Reach out to Emily Reckord for details. 

Coming in January is the IBIC membership drive.  
IBIC does so much to support many of the things 
that are treasured by those that love Indianola.  
The various beach accesses and Rose Marie’s 
Park are owned and maintained by IBIC. The Post 
Office, the community Clubhouse and Pavilion are 
such an integral part of our lives. Show your 
support! Join IBIC! 

Also in January is the much anticipated Indianola 
Chili Cook-Off! January 7th at 6:00 PM. Dust off 
those recipes! There is a coveted prize for the 
winner… 

There is no December Breeze so bundle up and 
enjoy those beautiful Fall colors! Gobble, Gobble, 
Happy Holidays, and Happy New Year!! 

Karen Jacobsen Kinnaird 
president@indianola.club

The President  ’s Message
NOVEMBER - DECEMBER

Coming January 7th . . .

After a five year hiatus, the famous Indianola Chili 
Cook-Off will take place at the IBIC Clubhouse on 
Saturday, January 7th at 6:00 PM. It’s the perfect 
event to shake off those post holiday winter dol-
drums and get the community together. For just a 
$5 donation you can sample a dozen or more chili 
recipes from the many talented Indianola chefs. 
Speaking of which, we need lots of chefs and lots

of different chilis. Put your name on the sign-up 
sheet that will be posted in the Post Office 
December 1st. Chefs will need to show up 30 
minutes early with dishes ready to go and warmed 
up. We’ll supply warmers and ladles. Print out your 
recipe if you’re willing to share. 
We will also need several volunteers to come early 
to setup the event, serve drinks and desserts. 
Since chili tastes even better when accompanied 
by corn bread, breads, side dishes and deserts, we 
ask attendants to bring their favorites to share.  
Terry Kelly and Tim Celeski are the organizers.

-

• NEXT MEETING:  THURSDAY,  JANUARY 12TH (NO DECEMBER MEETING) • PAST MINUTES ARE ONLINE •

mailto:president@indianola.club
mailto:president@indianola.club


�4

Celebrating Halloween!
Witches and unicorns, aliens and dragons, dinosaurs, 
spiders, fairies, firemen and more all crowded in at the 
Clubhouse for snacks and fun before heading out to trick 
or treat the town. 

For the first time since 2019, hot dogs were on the menu 
along with chips, homemade treats and juice. The crowd 
numbered about 100 with about 65 hot dogs served.  

Thanks goes to the trustees for hosting the celebration 
along with volunteers who helped set up tables and 
chairs, and decorated for both the DJ-hosted adults-only 
Halloween dance on Saturday and the Halloween party on 
Monday, the 31st. 

Finley Chapman and 
Harper Hanson (above) 
were the perfect MC’s for 
the costume parade 
across the Clubhouse 
stage. The rest of the kids 
crew included Lola and 
Juniper Young and Ollie 
Hanson who helped with 
decorating. Thank you all!
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The Indianola Clubhouse will serve as an Emergency Warming Station 
providing comfort, care and communication if power goes out for 
extended periods of time during cold weather. The Clubhouse 
generator will heat the hall and hot beverages may be served. Cell 
phones and other devices can be charged and WiFi will be available. 
Everyone welcome. 

During operating hours, signs will be posted at the Clubhouse front 
entry and the Post Office area. Also, call the Clubhouse for an “Open” 
message. 

Clubhouse phone is 360-297-4242 • Additional information may be 
posted on our Facebook page: Indianola Warming Station 

Email warmingstation@indianola.club during outages for assistance. 

Please:  No Alcohol, No Smoking and No Pets in the building. 

~ THIS IS NOT AN OVERNIGHT SHELTER ~

THE 
CLUBHOUSE 
WARMING 
STATION

Halloween 
21+ Dance!

It was time for the grownups 
to dress up and party on 
Saturday, October 29th, 
something they seemed to 
excel at.
That 
included 
Karen 
Kinnaird, 
right. 
Group 
picture 
below!

IBIC’s
Merchandise

Shop
At the Clubhouse

Open Saturdays, 9:00-11:30
Credit Cards Accepted

Gift Cards Available

Extended hours during Indianola’s 
Holiday Art Fair on November 19th

Indianola Beanies • Aprons • T-shirts
Adult Christmas Crew Sweatshirts
Adult Full and 1/4 Zip Sweatshirts

Children’s’ Sweatshirts

 Find Gifts for 
 Friends and Family 

NOTICE: Abandoned 
Kayak is in Impound 
Two of the four unauthorized kayaks that were stored 
near the boat rack at Rose Marie’s Park this summer 
have been removed by their owners. 

The remaining two have been removed by the IBIC. 
One is in impound and the other, which was an 
inflatable kayak, was determined to be unrepairable 
and has been disposed of. 

The one kayak which is in impound will remain there 
until November 30 at least and will eventually be 
handed over to the County for disposal. The owner 
must identify it by make, model, color, and serial 
number if possible. 

If this is your kayak or if you know whose it is please 
email boatrack@indianola.club or president@ 
indianola.club. You may also leave a phone message 
at the IBIC office by calling 360-297-4242. 



�                                                                                                                                                                                6

It is a wonder to be out of doors in the winter – if you 
like cold rain and windy conditions. November has the 
windiest day of the year: the 30th of the month. It is 
also the wettest month, there being a 33% chance of it 
being a rainy day any day of November. Cloud cover is 
about 71% of the time for both November and Decem-
ber. The full moon for November was November 8. The 
Cold Moon, December’s full moon is on December 7. 

Days are growing shorter, November’s monthly 
decrease is a whopping 1 hour, 13 minutes. The good 
news is the Winter Solstice on December 
21st starts the swing towards days 
getting longer. The short solstice day is 8 
hours 25 minutes, the sun setting at 4:21 
PM. The next day we gain two minutes.

Gutter cleaning season is here again. 
Western red cedars are sending forth a 
great volume of cones this year, perhaps 
due to stress from the long dry season. 
The local, big fat grey squirrel is doing his best to eat 
as many small yellow ochre colored seeds as he can 
gather, though he’s missing all those on my deck, car 
and the road by my house. 

The return of the rain brings mushrooms. A most 
unusual sighting was reported. The rotting cones of 
Douglas fir are sprouting small white gilled mushrooms. 
The fir-cone mushroom is also known as Strobilurus 
trullisatus. It is said they are the harbingers of the fall 
mushroom season. These little mushrooms lead the 
first flush of Chanterelles by about two weeks.

Dock sightings: A fisherman was about to throw a 
ratfish back into the water off the end of the dock. I 
asked if I could see it. What a strange looking creature! 
It was a pinkish brown color, about two feet long with 
white spots all over its body. It had a duckbill kind of 

snout, big green eyes and a variety of fins. Over half of 
its body length was a long thin tail, hence the name of 
ratfish.

I found out many interesting facts about the ratfish. It 
belongs to the oldest order of fish, predating the 
dinosaur era. It is a far distant relative of the shark. 
Both have cartilage supporting their form instead of 
bones. Males can change colors during mating and 
both males and females have a poison-emitting spine 
on the dorsal fins. The large emerald eyes reflect light 

similar to the eyes of a cat. This 
facilitates seeing in low light conditions 
underwater. The fish can easily do 
aquatic flight-like maneuvers such as 
barrel rolls and corkscrew turns due to 
its large pectoral wing-like fins.

Ratfish find their prey of crabs, clams 
and small fish by using a strong sense 
of smell and electroreception. Electro-

reception is the ability to sense the electric charge of 
animals. Raffish can pick up the heartbeat of a clam to 
determine its location. 

The huge populations of ratfish are usually found in 
deep water. Perhaps the fish was drawn by the light 
the fishermen had been using to draw squid. The two 
fishermen caught three ratfish, no squid. They were 
looking for dogfish which they claimed were very good 
for fish and chips.

Yesterday, I walked to the end of the dock, seagulls 
lining the railings all the way down. As I approached 
they peeled off, flying around to land behind me. I felt 
like I was in a 40’s movie musical. Now if I could get 
the eagles to provide the soundtrack I’d have the start 
of a good social media reel.

“He who marvels at the beauty of the world in summer will find equal cause 
for wonder and admiration in winter.”           ~ John Burroughs

The Indianola Almanac

~ Contributed by Kathy Dickerson

Ratfish

Let’s Celebrate Together!
Do you have traditions that you would like included at the annual Holiday Party 
in December, or decorations you’d like to display? You're encouraged to contact 
the board right away to present your ideas. Email board@indianola.club. 

T’is the Season…
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2022

NOV. 19
9AM - 3PM

 Featuring Local Artists 
 Jewelry • Ceramics • Textile Art 

 Photography • and more
Free Admission

Please consider being the 
Next Breeze Editor?
Our editor is retiring so the IBIC Board is looking for a 
new editor. Please note that each editor since 2014 has 
been issued the equipment necessary for doing this 
work. The production of the Breeze uses Apple Pages 
and Photos programs. 

If you have some computer and layout skills but are not 
familiar with Apple or these programs, you’ll be instructed 
by our retiring editor who wants to assure you that these 
are very easy programs to use.   

In addition, the club will also need people to head the 
Breeze mailing crew which gathers monthly except 
December and February, and to manage the Breeze Ad 
Pages section which is usually done from June to July 
and which is mostly handled via emails.  

If you would like to volunteer for any of these positions, 
or if you have questions, please contact Editor Sarah 
Runnels at breeze@indianola.club. You must be a 
current member of the IBIC to apply for and hold any of 
these positions.

IBIC President: president@indianola.club 
IBIC Secretary: board@indianola.club 
IBIC Treasurer: treasurer@indianola.club 
Facility Rentals: clubhouserentals@indianola.club 
IBIC Membership: membership@indianola.club 
Indianola Breeze: breeze@indianola.club 
IBIC Merchandise: merchandise@indianola.club 
IBIC Boat Rack: boatrack@indianola.club 

IBIC • PO Box 212 • Indianola WA 98342 
Office Phone: 360-297-4242

IBIC CONTACTS:
IBIC Website: 
www.indianola.club 
 • Find IBIC on Facebook

NATIVE  OLYMPIC OYSTER UPDATE :

Miller Bay Project Well
Like so many things in life, the best laid plans can 
experience glitches and delays. We did not expect 
that contacting a major tideland owner to secure 
their permission to plant oysters in their historic 
location would be difficult. It was, with one landowner 
deceased and his daughter out of the country, and 
another landowner not returning our communications 
via phone and mail. Thanks to pro bono lawyer John 
Sharp, we secured landowner permission last week. 

The FOMB board will be finalizing permits over the 
next couple of weeks and we will continue to share 
updates on this great Miller Bay oyster project. View 
a very special presentation on this project at 
www.FriendsOfMillerBay.org (posted soon).     

The great news is that the FOMB’s ongoing Miller 
Bay Olympia oyster garden project on Mr. Hedreen’s 
tidelands experienced NO MORTALITY from the 
June, 2021 heat wave. These oysters have contin-
ued to thrive through 2022’s more mild weather. This 
bodes extremely well for a very successful recovery 
effort in 2023 as the project field work transfers 
hundreds of thousands of local genetic Olympia 
oysters onto Miller Bay’s substrate.         ~ Paul Dorn

This photo is one of the two 
oyster monitoring sites in 
Miller Bay. The sterile shell 
collects oyster spat to 
provide baseline, natural 
recruitment data, before we 
embark on our large scale 
restoration effort. This site 
is on Clam Island. The 
other site is in mid-bay. This 
was our second year of 

monitoring. The sites were 
planted in the spring and 
removed in late summer.

http://www.indianola.club
mailto:breeze@indianola.club
http://www.indianola.club
http://www.FriendsOfMillerBay.org
mailto:president@indianola.club
mailto:board@indianola.club
mailto:clubhouserentals@indianola.club
mailto:membership@indianola.club
mailto:breeze@indianola.club
mailto:merchandise@indianola.club
mailto:boatrack@indianola.club
mailto:president@indianola.club
mailto:board@indianola.club
mailto:clubhouserentals@indianola.club
mailto:membership@indianola.club
mailto:breeze@indianola.club
mailto:merchandise@indianola.club
mailto:boatrack@indianola.club
http://www.FriendsOfMillerBay.org
mailto:breeze@indianola.club


THE INDIANOLA BREEZE
Published Monthly

except December and February 
by Indianola Beach Improvement Club as a

service to members and residents of Indianola, WA

Deadline for submissions is the first day of the 
month. Submission Guidelines upon request.

E-mail:  breeze@indianola.club
Editor:

Call/Text Sarah Runnels, 360-271-4544
Information at www.indianola.club > The Breeze

Indianola Beach Improvement Club Trustees and Terms
2023: Joni Landeen, Ted Schmid, Russ Sciandra, Greg Trueb 
2024: Kathy Cartwright, Kim Hatchel, John Lane, Charlie Zuzzio
2025: Karen Kinnaird, Judy Drew, Mark Smoot, Leah Katzer

OFFICERS:  President Karen Kinnaird Secretary Kim Hatchel
                  Vice President Russ Sciandra Treasurer John Lane

Clubhouse Rental Information and Reservations Contacts:
Email: ClubhouseRentals@indianola.club or IndianolaClubhouse@gmail.com

Clubhouse located at 19876 NE Indianola Road • Office 360-297-4242
Rental Rates are posted at www.indianola.club > Rent For Events

Also find already reserved or taken dates on the website under Calendar

INDIANOLA BEACH IMPROVEMENT CLUB
P.O. Box 212
Indianola WA 98342-0212

PRSRT STD 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
INDIANOLA WA 
PERMIT NO. 1

• Members • 
Submit your Indianola 

“Seen Around Town” photos 
of community, history, 
culture, nature, etc. 

to 
Breeze@indianola.club.

••• Online Breeze Available to All ••• 
Be one of those who receives the online Breeze DAYS EARLY via 
email. Just email your address to breeze@indianola.club. You will 
also get any extra pages not seen in the printed version. 
This free service is offered to members and non-members alike. A 
link will be emailed to you monthly. Your email address will be kept 
confidential and will only be used for sending you the online Breeze 
with Board Meeting Minutes, and Extras if any. A second link will 
take you to the Breeze Ad Pages.

mailto:breeze@indianola.club
mailto:breeze@indianola.club
mailto:ClubhouseRentals@indianola.club
mailto:IndianolaClubhouse@gmail.com
http://www.indianola.club
http://www.indianola.club
mailto:ClubhouseRentals@indianola.club
mailto:IndianolaClubhouse@gmail.com
http://www.indianola.club
http://www.indianola.club

