
                                                                                                                                                                     

SHOULD THE POST OFFICE CORNER BE IMPROVED?

A committee was formed to investigate this notion.  By considering community input and after 
discussion of the parameters of the site, ideas were brought up, discussed and reviewed for merit.  
What is included on the inside story should not be interpreted as a design proposal, it is merely the 
representation of our ideas to date.

Of necessity, the final result will require the approval of the Kitsap County Department of 
Development, the Kitsap County Fire Marshall, the governing body for the communications pole, and 
miscellaneous other entities that govern life safety and public space development.

We should not be deterred in our efforts to make this pivotal space an integral part of our 
Community.  This is the beginning of what we hope will become something good.  Your comments, 
suggestions and offers of financial support in this endeavor are most welcome and greatly 
appreciated. 
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The Post Office Corner Committee has met and discussed various suggestions by membership regarding how to improve 
the corner bed formerly home to the big maple tree at the Post Office.  After careful consideration we are proposing the 
following:

1. The improvement should be contained within the existing bed boundaries with the exception of the walkway to the Post 
Office door where new surfacing seems appropriate.

2. The focus of the improvement would be toward simplicity and a solution that feels like Indianola, and that it would 
become a part of what is already there:  Clubhouse, Dock, Pavilion, Store, Gill Property.  Something that improves the 
feel, use and finish of the space, but one that settles back to become a supporting part of the fabric of the existing 
structures and spaces.  Something that supports and enhances, but does not dominate.

3. We propose removal of the log between the small parking spot and bed, and putting in an 18" wide strip of pavers to 
make access to and from vehicles parking there easier, and encourage people from walking in the bed.

4. Because Bill Sibbett offered wood for benches and a signboard we are proposing replacement of the existing kiosk to 
make it larger and more accommodating.  Bridget Young has assembled a design/build team consisting of Mike Stuntz, 
Spencer West and Brad Simpson to create the new signboard kiosk.  We are proposing to relocate the kiosk so that it is 
not in the planting bed, as its current location may be the best place to locate a small tree. The kiosk would be turned 90 
degrees to be parallel to and located on the north edge of the bed over the existing pvc cleanout so that we can keep that 
cleanout from being in a walkway.  This would result in a 6 ft wide walkway on the north side, partially finished with pavers 
to improve the access from Indianola Road to the Post Office door, with the kiosk on the south side of the walkway, and 
put pavers on the south side of the kiosk, as well as incorporate a bench, so that a walking surface surrounds the sign 
board.

5. The south face of the kiosk could be dedicated to posting the Breeze with hinged plexiglass to protect from weather, 
and because the north side of the board would have the most visibility to passersby, it would be made available to the 
community for private postings, etc.  We are proposing a larger roof-with a bench incorporated into the structure on the 
south side, the side that faces the water-to provide a covered area for that bench which would extend over the area on 
the north side as well for viewers of the posted items, and additionally, provide a cover for those seeking shelter from the 
rain. 

6.  We propose a planting area that mirrors what the Langlies have done near the front door of the Post Office by using 
similar stones to raise the soil about 12" above grade and create a planter where a small (15± ft) tree could be located 
about where the signboard is now.  All raised planting areas would be set back from street and parking, at least 18", so 
that the bed is at grade adjacent to the paving, which would allow for some pavers at the perimeter.  No raised area 
would extend beyond the fire hydrant on the Indianola Road side.  A gravel meander would cross diagonally through the 
bed to encourage access from the parking area to the street in an alternate location near the fire hydrant.

7. We propose using ground covering plants including ferns that will soften the ground plane; and a diminutive vine on a 
portable, easily removed trellis no higher than 10 feet that may curve partially around the communications pole to soften 
the harshness of the view of that and the pvc conduits.

8.  One location where a local artist may have an opportunity would be to have their metal cutout or wood carving of fish, 
fowl or whatever may be deemed appropriate, mounted above the roof of the kiosk.

Most if not all of the work could be done by volunteers, and funded by individuals who are interested in doing so.  

We are suggesting that this could be a community recognition project, wherein the IBIC selects citizens of superior merit, 
ones who have been instrumental in the efforts to improve IBIC properties in a big way, and who would be recognized 
with an engraved paver set into the groundplane near the signboard.  As more individuals are selected to be honored the 
pavers would radiate outward from the signboard in a random pattern.  Some individuals proposed to date are Bud 
Merrill, Dick and Nancy Hale, and many others.  Those selected would come from a list of nominees, and be supported 
by the significance of their accomplishments in the improvement of Indianola over the years.

Report to the IBIC Board on Improvement of Post Office Corner
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